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Board of National Missions 


ol yw of the Presbyterian Church in the 
(i , United States of America 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


December 29, 199 


Dr. P. Gordon Gould 
1701 Arch Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 


Dear Dr. Gould: 


Thank you for your suggestions concerning the sub-comuittee on Alaska 
in the Home Missions Congress. 


We had a meeting of the chairmen of the various sub~comnittess to out- 
line our procedure. We had expected to have three three-hour periods for 
the consideration of the Protestant work in Alaska but now discover that 
we will have only two three-hour periods. It will be necessary for us to 
break this up into smaller time allotments for each presentation and try 
to squeeze them all into the time allowed. As a result of that it will be 
necessary for us to ask each one who presents a separate phase on Alaska 
to speak not longer than ten minutes,to open the discussion and spend the 
balance of the half hour on a particular subject. This will be especially 

true in presenting the general conditions of Alaska before we approach the 
problems among which the churches carry our ministry. 


The ones whom we have designated for the various phases on Alaska 
will be asked to make their presentations in the first period. We have 
been warned not to present a great amount of background conditions which 
are already familiar to those present but to point up our presentations 
with a recognition of this back ground through some constructive advance. 


Your contribution as I see it would be to build upon the background 
material which has already been discussed and lay the foundation for a 
consideration of a greater ministry in a more cooperative fashion to meet 
and overcome the handicaps of all of the conditions in the territory. In 
other words, your presentation will be the turning point from basic general 
conditions to the ministry of the church. In this case we probably should 
allow a little more than ten minutes time but certainly not more than 
fifteen, and if your presentation could be suggestive to point out items 
on which the committee could take mited action for Capea and 
approval to the larger group you wijl be most helpful. 


| Cordially yours, 


J» Earl Jackman, Secretary 
. 
JEd:AG Department nf ork in Alaska 
cc: Dr. Earl Brown . 


xu ye Board of National Missions 
JL /\ of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America 
56 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


January 30, 1950 


Dr. W, ¥, Reatty 
Department of the Interior 
Merchandise Mart 
Chicago, Tllinois 


Dear Dr. Beatty: 


You are aware of the fact that the Methodist Church 4s 
campaign for a considerable sum of money to build gi Christ: 
Industrial Training Institute" in Alaska. This hasnot bee | : | 
Alaska Comittee of the Home Missions pea exl.come of ‘us are concemmed to 
know whether this is needed and, if so, were it should be sated 


has a Liberal Arts Departaent at the Uni: a church related | 

College at Sitka which 1s moving toward editation and which has been requested 
to expand its work into a four year a ‘o} ler 
program at Mt, Bdgecumbe, 


Some factual and interpretative. aNe 
close to the educational pag ayy ! ? of Alaska. These statements are not 
intended for publicity but. to be ride hose concerned in the situation, A 

few leading queations have been \f ted We would be glad to have answers on 
them and any sdditional acai nay : | 


a en 


+ nesded from those whe ave - 


Do the sinter off } (gh school gra dn Alasia ‘ne would attend a odinaa. 
in Alaska warrant the developmen ‘af anot en insane mi the college Aevent 
Yea Ho. ps5 


$s shina master Kidabie eau dda in Alaska? Teo ae 
Yo + If the mswer is Yos, where should it be located: Southeastera_—~ 
KenalPaniagula Interior _ ? 

ore work of Sheldon Jackbon dena! bg be comets () (a) Tee ine 
fs) 2) Buildings: Yee No gram: Yos 
accreditation ag a Junior vetenepen tan’ -nanns OM 3a full Sour year Year alle 
Yes No iz 


If more toatsthiind tosh oktunay dik Wibeagh @ saebiccehueel valatass 


needed, Posten Ganktee setae eae median tee ee 
Jackson Junior College under present auspices: Yes 8 Nog the develop- 
nent of a separate clnuch related college: Yea seamed eS 
Te ee t Yoo. Noy 


Gahabiciaa? 


raed 


It is the dinntino, Wt: Sade ‘heist cerhass be pobded: tae Aduianbk toca 
Christian service in this field, whether it be done alone or in cooperation with 
ether denominations mcrae alga gabncadonaer ae ap hee We have 
alone in Alaska and are willing to pioneer further in cooperation with others if 
that will provide the largest and best service needed, 


Sincerely yours, 


Jind 2AG 


cect ir, Ceorga &. Dale 
hi, Don 0, Poster 


NTSTORY IN BRIEF 


of 
| PROPOSED CHRISTIAN COLLSOB FOR ALASKA 


The initiation of the idea which has ¢rowm to that of an interdenominational 
Christian Gollege for Alaska occurred in Oectcber 1948 when Dr. Barl Brown of the 
Hethodist Board mentioned in the Alaska Comsittee of the Home Missions Council 
the interest of the Methodists in establishing a junior college on, or near, the 
Kenai Peninsula in Methodist Territory in Southwest Alaska, 


Because of the limited number of high school graduates in Alaska, and the fact 
that Alaskans are air minded and travel freely long distances for services they 
desire, and also because the Board of National Missions is developing Sheldon 
Jackson Junior College into an accredited junior college and had been asked in 
Mareh 197 by the Territorial Board of Education to consider making the school 
a four year college, the Presbyterian representatives on the Committee (Dr. Jackman 
and Miss Gladfelter) stressed from the first the need of an interdenon! netional 
study and approach to any expanelon ef educational facilities wmder ehurch : 
auspices, A Comittee was set up in Noverber 1948 to make euch a study, the 
chairman being Mre, Stewart of the Methodist Board, but it had only oe meeting 
at which Mre, Stewart was absent on field york, | | 


In the meantime Dr. Gordon Gould (Indian from Southwest Alaska) was appointed 

the supervisor of Methodist Church work in Alaska. He began an ageressi ve 
canpaign im the States and in Alaska for a Methodist College and the idea caught 
fire in the Nethodist Church, A special Methodist Committee wae appointed to 
study the need for a Christian College in Alaska and a Committee of the Methodist 
Beard of Higher “ducation visited Alaska. Their visit stimulated local commmities 
to bid for the college, and several which offered land and other inducements, are 
in Southeastem Alaska where a new Nethodist institution would be in direct | 
competition with Sheldon Jackson Junior College. 


In February, 1950 the Board of National Missions took the following action which 
was presented to the Alaska Coun ttee: im ie | 


"THAT im view of the Board's long standing interest in education in 
Alaska and ites present investment in, and plana for the Sheldon Jackson | 
Junior College, Sitka, Alaska, and in view of the expressed interest of 
the Methodist Church in entering the Meld of education in the Territory, 
the Board request the Alaska Committee of the Home Missions Council to 
study the educational needs of Alaska end that the Board state to the 
Comittee and to the Methodist Board officials ite readiness to consider 

le: onal Christian college in the 


pooling resources in am inte 
Territory." 


Sette. ea! “> 


fr. Fisher of the Methodist Beard reported the readiness of his croup to consider 
an interdenominationel approach and the Alaska Committee voted that a study of 
educational needs on the college level be made, Infometion was assembled which 
is included as Appendices A and B to Appendix I « Minutes of the Alaska Committee, 


le 


As the Alaska Committee continued ite discussion of the college the 
following possibilities vere outlined as listed in the of the meeting 
of Septenber 13, 19%. : 


1) Separate Methodist institution in douth fast Alaska 

2) Interdenominational school in South fast Alaska . 
3) Union with Sheldon Jackson College in South Bast Alaska 
) Possibility of (1) and (2) in South West Alaska 


! posed collere 
for Nt. Edgecumbe, the Sovermment Indien School in Sitka, that the denominati 
at vork in Alaska participate as follows on "the basis of their budgets and church 
membership inthe Territomye” = 


Methodist = 334 


Moravian th cake ge oe 
Prestyterian U.S.A, t age om 


Protestant Episcopal 
These figures were considered st a meeting of the Alaska Committee on February 27, 
1951, At that time a canvas wes made of the denominations and it wae evident that 
only three, the Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians are interested in the proposed 
college. Of+bhese the Baptists might contribute to operating expenses but have no 
funds for capital purposes i.e, the erection of the neceasary buildings. In the 
discussion of the proposed rations Miss Gladfelter pointed out that while these 
might be equitable for the proposed chapel at Mit. Edgecumbe they were scarcely so 
for the college since the Presbyterians already have a substantial investment in 
educational work in Alseka in sheldon Jeckson Junior College and that this does not 
seen to have been given proper weight im the over all picture, Rao © 


APPENDICES ATTACHED 


Appendix I = Exeerpte from Minutes of the Alaska Comittee of the 
liome Miesions Council relative to the proposed ma i 


_ fils Aneaten aprantong 4 and 3 referred to im the 
Minutes of April 13, 1950. 


Appendix It = Copies of suicnigsantiai during ‘iii April and May, 
199 between Dr. Morse and Dr. Fisher and Dr. Brow 
of the Methodint Board ebout the college. 


Appendix TIT = Up to date fects on Sheldon Jeckson Junior Gelinets 
This paper is # revision, with current pnb i 
of B in er Ts 


Appendix - I 


EXCRRPTS FROM MINUTES OF THE ALASKA COMMITTEE OF THE 
HOME MISSIONS GOUNCIL Hs ALASKAN COLLEGE 


October 29, 1918 


A Junior College in southwest Alaska: Dr. Brown raised the question about 
éstapblishing a Salar Gollege on the Kenai Peninsula, possibly under Methodist 
auspices so the children from Jessie Lee Home could have the possibility of 
further education. Dr. Jackman reported that Yukon Presbytery had voted to 
have a church collece in the Matamiska Valley. Miss Gladfelter indicated that 
consideration had been given to the possibility of making Sheldon Jackson Junior 
Gellege at Sitka an interdenominational school and another echool in southwest 
Alaska might be considered on the same basis. ane question was left for further 
study, eke , 


November 29, 19):8 


Ty Institutions in glam a ey Meg eet Oe ET NA oh 

Tt was VOTED that all Protestant church agencies operating institutions in Alaska 
be asked to report on theix institutions and to indicate the area being served 
and the needs being ministered to. . 


It was VOTED that a subcommittee be ‘obeiatat A EAE ES of ine Protestant 
agencies operating institutions in Alaska under comity, and that this subcommittee 
be responsible for a study of hweang need and institutional —, irs, Stewart 
was asked to serve as chairman of this committee, 


September 2, 19h9 


Proposed Ghureh College in Alaska 


The question of the proposed church college for plaice was thessians at length, 

a8 information explaining the situation so far as the Methodists were concerned 
was given by both Dr. Brown and ir. Gould, The following action was taken: — 

That the secretary should be asked to gather whatever information he could relative 

to the need for a church college in Alaska, this information to be secured from 

the various mission boards, particularly, Mr. Gould, and through interview or by 

correspondence with Dr. Beatty. After this information is assembled, a ripen 

shall be arranged of the representatives of the vourds that are concerned wi 

the question of a church college in Alaska, 


December 1, 19h9 


Xe Hethodist College 


Dr. Brown reported that a new committee had been formed ‘Gi eubuue Gale 
and investigation of the need of another Christian college in Alaska. He assured 
the Gomnittee that no commitment had been made except that of en Christian 
education in Alaska. 


It was VOTED that, after ue uothosit comitteg hae got to lary tte rroeray, 
a conference should be held with phar GRRE NR Shenk, ENS Ree, AAMT SENS ae. SE 
Apsuee 


eB 
March 7, 1950 
Higher Rducation 


Dr. Nace presented the following action taken by the Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian U. S. As, February 16, 1950: 


“THAT in view of the foard's long standing interest in education in Alaska 
and ite present investment in, and plans for the Sheldon Jackson Junior 
Qollege, Sitka, Alaska, and in view of the expressed interest of the 
Methodist Ghurch in entering the field of education in the Territory, 
board request the Alaska Comualttee of the Home Missions Council] to 
the educational needs of Alaska and that the Board state to the pose 
and to the Methodist Board officials its readiness to consider pooling 
resources in an interdenominational Christian college in the Territory." 


Miss Gladfelter stated that the sheldon Jackson school included & two year 

junior college as well as a high sehool, Dr. Fisher reported that the vethodist 
Board of Missions was willing to consider interdenominational cooperation in 

the establishrent of a college in Alaska, which they have had under consideration 
for some time. ‘Their veer caneentey on be ac a ar - to =e a Map stad: 
Ohio, om April 17th. i. 


* Pe 


Dre Jackman pire wanted ‘ky sipped by Dry pie veiw preciduak. of the 
University of Alaska, indicating that there are 1850 high school students in 
Alaska + 200 will graduate in one. year, 10D ALY go to college, arse tuoi 
available for college training in Alaska. j 


Dr, Fisher said that Dr. Gress, of the llethodist Board of wtuondiag’ aad nade : 
a study of the educational situation in Alaska in relation to whe need for a 
collece witich indicated larger opportunities for services. 


VOTED te apie the secretary of this committee to investigate the edudacehnas. needs | 
on the sf gmincs level in Alaska, by consulting the following sources: | 


pr. James Ryan, Commissioner of Education, Juneau, Alaska 

tr. Terris Moore, President, University of Alaska, college, ‘Slaske. 

Dr. John 0. Gross, Py etbhodist Board of emanate. maine, 
Tenn. 

ty. Willard W. Beatty, parean of Indian Affairs, Washington, De 6G, 


Miss dladfelter was asked to supply information on the status of and ie for 
the Sheldon Jackson School, - on tae area » serves, 


April 13, 1950 


Report on Rducational. situation ia Alaska 


At the previous meeting action had ‘been talon wiciaihtia: the wanes of wea 
Home Missions Gouneil to enter into correspondence concerning the the eduentlenal: | 
situation in Alaska, The sumnary of replisn appears in Appendix. Ae 


Miss Gladfelter had been requested to report on, the Sheldon Jackson sohool. 
(see Appendix 2.) 


‘ss ssh ula del coi Gaicaok tude hers Was ide lll ee 
cwidiccuele t osecahac pa tert aunne deartgr deen in rss stenestr assess Cactar 


i 


in Alaska," We felt that significant findings of his survey were that Christian 
leadership had failed to make an adequate impact upon Alaska because of inadequate 
educational facilities for training native leadership. He stated that while high 
schools are generally available, few of them are of the quality which prepares 
their graduates for entrance in college. He cited the fact that the university 
gives special preparatory courses to most of their first year students. 
observation was confirmed by Mise Gladfelter based upon experience at the Sheldon 
Jackson School, 


It was VOTED for the Alaska Gommittee to go on record expressing this feeling 

that there is need for a Christian college of higher education in Alaska and to 

ask the denominations to explore the entire field of need both in secondary and 
higher education, with the view of meeting this need on an interdenominational basis. 


July 6; 1950 


Christian College for Alaska 


Dy, Fisher presented the action of the Methodist Alaska Christian College comuittee 
in response to a request from this comalttee expressing the hope that such an 
institution would be interdenominational. After discussion of the same, it was 


VOTSD that a joint meeting of She Alaska Comittee and the Alaska Christian college 
Comittee of the Nothodist Ghureh be held Wednesday, September 13th, at 10:00 A.M, 


By common consent it was suggested that the subcommittee on the provision of a chapel 
for Sitka, as named above, consider proportional participation of denominational 
bearris in the proposed Christian college for Alaska; further, that the secretary 
cheek on the Constitution and by-Laws used by the Association of a me Churches 
in Puerto Rico and other Latin American countries, 


September 13, 1950 


Proposed Christian Colle ‘ 4 nee 


The subject of the establishment of a christian eOllege in Alaska was siniisbhioralh at 
some length, Mr. Gould made a statement expressing his growing conviction for the 
need of such an institution, but indleated that there were two problemi - (1) that the 
young people graduating from high school in Alaska were inadequately prepared for 
entrance inte college and higher educational institutions; (2) that about one half 

of the young people of Alaska who go to college go to the States; of these less than 
5% return to Alaska. This condition refleets the need for more adequate preparation 
on the part of he young peepas of Alaska for life and weyvidg in Ghedy Gen: COURTEY. 


Ur, Gould further stated that about 190 people go to the University of Alaska, 
and about the same number from the States attend that  Aeagretat, a The number going 
to the States for higher education ie RpRroxianehy the Sey a 


Mr. Gould informed the Comaittee that the present: status, ‘aa. tar as the erthediiat 
communion is concerned, is as 1t wae reported to the Alaska Committee at its =. 
meeting. Brochures have been received from som: eleven or twelve communities in 
Alaska, indicating their interest in the establishment of such an institution, . 

Mr. Gould feels that, should a décision be made to go aan Sehie tenet ike rare 
college, every dollar for property should be matched with @ Saas Seameee sdoment, 
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The anticipated need for the erection of such an institution is $1,000,000 for 
property and $1,000,000 for endowment, In view of the foregoing problems and 
conditions Mr, Gould expressed the ¢onviction that Alaska needs a Christian liberal 
arts college. 


Dr. Elliott Fisher quoted from a report by Dr. John Os Gross in vaniniiae to the 
situation, particularly the cost of the institution and its operation, He stated 

that the financial goal should be $1,000,000 to $1,250,000, He expressed the Judgment 
that the success of such a school would be greatly affected by the selection of a site. 


Bishop Bentley stated that the Fpiscopal Church had no plans for the development of 
higher institutions, but that they felt the need for a hostel for students at Fairbanks, 

He could not give any encouragement as to participation by the National Gouncil of the 
Protestant Upiscopal. Church in the college project. He also stated that the women's f 
share in the work of their church in Alaska was included in their general appropriations. 


Miss Windham reported that at Sheldon Jackson college the courses begin at high school 
level, Jt was originally intended to serve natives only, but with the opening of a 
junior college different races were permitted to enter. Accreditation relationships 
with the University of Alaska and schools in the States have been worked outs 


Dr, Jackman stated that the Presbyterian Beard has been urged to extend the work in 
Sheldon Jackson to 4 four year college level, which would require approximately 
$600,000. They are raising a fund of about $150,000 to rebuild the aduinistrative 
building, The enrollmuent in ogre college last year was edghtorny: Le 


The following possibilities were discussed and held for curther consideration by the. 
comaittees | | 


1) Separate Methodist institetion in South East Alaska 

2) Interdenominational school. in South fast Alaska 

3) Union with Sheldon Jackeon Gollege in South Fast Mace 
kh) Possibility of (1) and 2) in South West Alaska | 


November 21, 1950 | 
Minutes of Previous ile Meeting 


the Chairman asked the Secretary to review the minutes of the nesting helé on 
September 13, 1950. This was done. | 


‘Tt was AGREED that the section of these ninates concerning WA priael Christian an college 
in Alaska" did not indicate clearly the suggestion made by the comnittee tha 

Yethodist representatives present convey the sentiments expressed in the ie | 
Committee's meeting to this larger committee for discussion, in the hope of having another 
joint meeting later to further consider provision for the educational needs of the youth 

of Alaska, it being assured that in the meanwhile representatives of other denominations — 
would make inquiry concerning the wishes of = aici boards magerding : an | 
interdenominational oe in sree: | 


Christian college in Alaska 


Dr. Fisher reported that the Nethodiat gomni.ttee nik lil’ sili dee ce 
the proposed se aegeaitind p att 1 afaeeg PISO) wishin haa: prim abe ek gee 


Pa oe 


such an institution established on an interdenominational basis, He stated that 


their coomittee was eager to know the attitude of other boards regarding the project, 
as their comulttee was meeting in December at Buck Hill Falla, 


VOTED, that the special committee, designated at an earlier meeting to prepare a 

report indieating a percentage ratio based on the total work now carried on in Alaska on 
which the boards might be urged to participate in providing the cost of a chapel at 

Mt. Edgeeumbe School, be continued, Yurther that this committee be requested to 

meet at Cleveland next week, and, on the basis of their study indicated abeve, 

prepare and send a communication to the denominational. boarnia, stating the possible 

cost involved in the building of a Christian college in Alaska, ascertaining the 
interest of the boards in such a project, and their willingness to help provide and 
support the same. Members of this committee are; Dr. Fisher (for Dr. Brown), 

Dr. Jackman and Dr, Nace. | | | Lies | 
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Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America | 
156 Fifthe Avenue, New York, 10, N.Y. 


Dr. Earl R. Brown, General Executive iieaklies 
Board of Missions and Church Extension 

150 Fifth Avenue 

New York aly N.Y. 


Dear farls 


my \  wiakine of this Board hela Pebruary 1th the following 
action was taken ¢ 


THAT in view of the Board ts long wineidlie interest in 
education in Alaska and its present investment in, and plans — 
for the Sheldon Jackson Junior College, Sitka, Alaska, and in 
view of the expressed interest of the Methodist church in enter= 

o» dmg ‘the field .of education in the Territory, the Board request 
‘the Alaska Committee of the Home Missions Council to. study the 
educational needs of Alaska and that the Board state to the com 
 pilttee and to the Methodist Board officials its readiness to 
consider pooling resources in an interdenominational Christian 
College in the Territory. : 


I sincerely hope that tatore your ‘goard takes any final poaignegel 
“eh the initiation of a new educational project in rgeecni there may — 
be conference between the representatives of our two Boards, Our 
only desire in this is that we might mutually agree upon a course of 
action, for us as well as for you, that would best serve to advance 
our common objectives for the Territory, 


“Wats ene 
Canara Secretory, 


HNMR 


COPY 


axel 16, 1950 


Dr. Heyman N, worxse 
156 Fifth Aveme 
New York LO, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. Morse: 


I am greatly chagrinned that I did not have an 
opportunity to answer your Letter regarding the religious 
educational work in Alaska, I was confined to my home 
for nearly a month, and sinee, my son has been very ill, 
whieh has made it impossible for me to take eare of my mail. 


You may rest assured that we will do everything 
in our power to work out some kind of a cooperative program, 
The Christian College in Alaska sponsored by our Superintendent 
of Alaska Work caught fire in the imagination of the church much 
more rapidly than I anticipated. Our Board has appointed 
& special committee to make a study of the whole situation, 
This committee is meeting in Cleveland on April 17th and I 
shall recommend that a special committee of that group be | 
appointed to study the ns of an interdenominational 
procedure.» 


Before we take any ether step toward the building — 
or location of such a college, we will consult very carefully 
with you and the members of your staff in the matter of the 
Sheldon Jackson School and the religious educational work both 
Alaska, 


. Yours most sincerely, | 
(signed) zard Re Brom 
Rarl Res “rown 
General 


Executive Secretary 
erb/nms 


COPY 
DIVISION OF HOMS MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION OF THE 
BOARD OF MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION 
OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 
150 Fifth Avenue | | | New York ye gg oe 
| | | May (?) 


Section of Home Missions 


Dx. Herman N. Morse 
National foard of Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N.Y. 


Bear Br, Morse’: 

Por your information we are sending on the action tinal by 
The Methodist Alaska Christian College committee at ite last 
meeting, It is our hope that we can work out something of benefit to 


the people of Alaska through interdenominational aiden: I 
expact we will be ee goon on ans ah dies 


sinaerely 3 ree ’ 


ae dete. Le Fisher 
Executive Seeretary 
— of Hone cmeseaay 


COPY 


Motion adopted by Alaska Gollege Comittee, April 17, 1950 


*That a sub-committee of five be appointed by the chairman to initiate 
discussion with the Alaska Committee of the Hom Missions Council and 
the denominations working in Alaska (through the Home Missions Gouncil) 
as to the advisability and possibility of the establishnent of a liberal 
arts college in Alaska as an interdenominational project," 


Statement prepared by Committes: 


"The Alaska Christian College Comaittee of the Division of Home 
Missions and Church Extension of the Poard of Missions and Church Exten- 
sion of the Methodist Church held its first meeting today in Cleveland, 
Ohio, 


Careful consideration wae given to the briefs, letters, petitions, 
telegrams, pictures, and other materials received from public officials, 
civic anil commnity organizations, religious groups and many individuals 
in eleven comaunities within the Territory of Alaska. ‘The Gommittee came 
definitely to the conclusion that there is need for a Christian Liberal | 


Arts College in Alaska, and ia continuing its efforts in that direction, 


The Comaittee received a request from the Alaska Committee of the 
Home Missions Council of North America that such a project be interdenomi-~ 
national in character, Therefore, as the next, step, it was felt advisable 
to set up a small sub-committee to initiate diseusaions with has denomina— 
tions working in Alaska ‘through the Home Missions Gouncdl, © 


In the meantime, the Methodist Church is continuing Rh ielwe funds 
for a school of higher education in Alaska through the Methodist Advance for 
Christ and His Church, It is heartening to discover that thirty-three | 
Methodist annual conferences in sixteen Zpiscopal Areas in the United States — 
have pledged support to this project through the four-year Advance progran, 


The Committee appreciates the interest shown by Alaska in the — 
establishment of a Christian College there and recognises bein thanks the 
offer of sites from several communities." 


’ le 


BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS Aygpenchy rt ihe 


PRESBYTSRIAN CHURCH,U.S.A. 


SHELDON JACKSON JUNIOR COLLEGE 
in aeertismseger Bhan wnsetin sete 


‘General Pacts | 
Wo 


Le Barollmemt +s sete eee ee eee eee ree rene ns ee ae e 16 
s Grades of Works veais ewe vial « 5 9h grade through segond year college 


ae Ghurch Members . eee eee . (Presbyterians . . «+ + 100 
cee a ae ae 
Joined church during YOar a ee 6 2 8 we 8 ee @ § 
ot church members at end of year «6c ee ee 15 
he es Composition Student Body 19h5-h6 | 

Wes 6 ee a eh ee ee Be Uskimos aes ae 
Indian irhLingete Ke oe Aleutians. . il 
Teimpreans . « » » 17 Timeh « « 1 

Heidas «6s 0» « « BS ee 


ep cabinet EERE BEE Rae 
gO: nee and ami Wainwright to Petersburg. 
deter of dvadente on ¢ towns and villages in Southeastern noneens 


6. Availa vadlabilit ~ other schools of high sshiont atid college rank 
RG shar ge in A ween 
3, High school students from bowia with public high pawoly 5) 
102 igh School and college students from tewns where nearest publie high 
school is 20 miles or more away with no ited a raeny available. 


Te Oeen 2 of parents of Students | 
LADGYOrS 6 «2 6 & & 2 + be 
ame «iLL or cold Minister and lay Nie 
Storage Workerss + Dl h . workers « oo ee @ @ @ 1 
Busineas ( store Orphatid s 6 6 © + + es © 6aD 
owners or clerks)... 5 ‘Trappers & loggers . ess 


aA eae 4 ee te ne Lv 


| and room: ~ and LOth alae eoeeeeeereeens 24 $185 a year. 

llth ~ Usth EASE cecesesnsectes °« & year. 
In 1949-50, 120 paid full in cash; a a ee 
ne wee Oe tuition in cashes | 


9. Graduates 
— prom High School since High Sthool work was established . . « ‘* . 283 

Prom Junior College 4.4 ¢ se tH BU ee ee eee ee wee 8 

Graduates continuing their study in other schools king ed 21 


ee 
SHELDON JACKSON JUNIOR COLLEGE 


at in ts 
1878 = Reverend John ¢. Brady (later Governor of asia) sont to Sitias di initiative 
of Dr. Sheldon Jackson as first commissioned Presbyterian in Alaska, 


Miss Fannie BF, Kellogg opened mission day school April 1l7fh. In December 
married S, Hall Young and went to Wrangell. School broken up. 


1879 ~ Alonzo %. Austin and wife arrived, served as Chaplain and later Superintendent. 


1880 — Mrs. Austin reopened day school in abandoned Government Guard House, Later 
moved to old Russian hospital building and a few boys accepted as boarders. 


1882 - nro department added, Old hospital burned and school housed in abandoned 
Government stable until Dr, Sheldon Jackson could erect a sehoel building from 
auiond hand materials, 60 deres surveyed and recorded at Sitka in accordance 
with organic act of Congress permitting reservation of 640 acres for each — 
mission station among Indians. 


188 = Wrangell School (girls) combined with sitka school under name of Sitka Industrial 
Training School, fr. Jackson, Superintendent of school for the year. Organized 
the Sitka Presbyterian Ghurchs 


1910 ~ Name of school changed to Sheldon Jackson School in honor of the "great missionary 
pathfimler®, School closed for year during erection of six new buildingss four 
dormitories, school building, industrial building, 

1921 - First class to graduate from high school, 

1927 + Central heating plant erected, 

1929 — Sage Memorial Shop Building erected, 

1931 ~ Ws. leslie Yaw, present president, appointed Superintendent. 


193, ~ Young People's Conference, bi-racial, sponsored by the Presbytery held on ths 
campus, This the first in Alaska: mela 2 annually since then. 


1935 — Hich School accredited by Nortinest Association of roe and Secondary Schools. 
1937 - Workboat, the "S4de5y" built by students. 


19), = Prineeton-Hall, missionary boat, built for the Unit of work in Alaska, Re- 
Wiisitioned by the Navy, together with the "3,J,5. "(on the out<break of war. 


19k2 — New work boat, "5.0.8, ID * built by students. 


1913 - ae Pund raised in women's and young people's organisations in Presbyterian 
Churches across the United States for new school and administration building. 


ed -§ehool became the first Junior College in Alaska with the addition of two years 
of college work, Only one other institution of college rank in the irspinioey t 
the University of Alaska at rairbanks, 
Territorial, poard of Education recomended that school look forward © becoming 
FS four year College, 


3. 
196 =~ Nawe changed to Sheldon Jackson Junior Gollege 


19h9 = Steps initiated to secure Junior college accreditation by the Hortiemst 
Association of Colleges and secondary schools, 


1950 = Supplementary fund being raised by Women's dooteties for new prea 5 a 


tration building as original sum raised in 1943 now inadequate because 
of high building costs, 


Sage Shop Building to be remodelled for wy te date sedence departaviirt. 
Home Economies Department in Practice Cottage to be enlarged by addition of 


Serene States» 0m 00. Peavey One DEMO On eee 
Laboratory, 


‘ b, S, OF +. ee 
/ \ . 
<ira a: 9 i 
wk, SM 6 ae’ fi 
. ee! ~*~ oe 
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SHELDON JACKSON JUNIOR GOLLRaE 


ithe, Alaska 
Progran 
1ylig=s 
Place of the College in the Board's Total Program 


Rssential to the continuing development of Presbyterian leadersiiip in Alaska. 
Until four years ago enrolled Indians only. Now open te all Alasken youth. 
Will have expanding area of influence as student bedy becomes increasingly 
interracial, 


Graduates are the mainstays of Indian churches and commmities, Two are 
ordained pastors and serve churches in Wainright and dumean, and many are lay 
ehureh workers — deacons, elders, presidents of women's societies, etc. 

~ Graduates are also active in commmity improvement and form the backbone of 
the Alaska Native Brotherhood and the Alaska Native Sisterhood, Some are 
employed by the Government as teachers, murses, secretaries, etc, 


General School Program 


junior College (Two years of work) 
Ofters cl nail for Social, Community and Religious leadership, Advanced 
courses in Bible and Religious Educations English, Commercial subjects; 
Socialogys Musics; Arts and Crafts; Horticulture amd Chemical. Gardening; 
Shopy Home “eonomies, Accreditation by Northvest i of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools being sought. 


Hich School (Grades 9 = 12) 
ited by Northwest Asso¢iation of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Regular high school program with strong emphasis on Religious Bducation, 
and on vocational trainings For boyst= boat building, marine engines, 
printing, simple carpentay and electricity, Fer girlsj- cooking, sewing, 
@hila care, home nursing, Practice House, 
For boys and girls + elementary business courses, 


Adult York 
Two weeks leadership traini: a course for church leaders from towns and 
villages in southeastern Alaska offered py + ia a Spee Department 
of Work in Alaska and the Presbytery. 


Summer Progran _ ye rey 

Youn People tg Summer Conference held on campus in cooperation Presbytery 
and Roard of Christian Baucation. 
Daily vacation Bible Schools in villages and canneries in cooperation 
Department of Work in Alaska, 
Recreational and study activities for Sitka ehildren such as. cooperation 
in Scout Program, extended Daily Vacation Bible School, 


Religious Pro . 
Shure! oe - attendance at Presbyterian Clmreh in Sitka, | 
Required weekeday Bible classes (at least 1§ hours weekly) for © ach grades 


ew: Maar A ‘tonne Sigs tec sian aed wa tories 
Westminster Fe : 

Sunday School een for all. ages 

Missionary Society for senior girls 


Se 


School Rela 
1 0 onal Missions = Mir, Yaw, the General Director, was responsible to 
the Foard through the Department of RducatLonal, and lied app ved 

Sitka Presbyterian | hw Staff and students belong to. ¢. , Many 

| and schoo vities carried on each year, | 

Prosvyery. ~ School recognised as reservoir for training of local leaders 
center for conference and other groups, Contacts maintained through 

meetings of Presbytery, ammal Young People's Conference on Campus, and 

armmual trip on the school boat, the $.J,9. II, of selected students and 

teachers to towns in southeastern Alaska to put on religious programs in 


The Office of Indian Af and Territorial Agencies Bee 
as or a Ot al and Territorial educational 
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SHELDON JACKSON JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Sitka, Alaska 


Perso. 


1950-51 
si Pers 


Maintenance Persone) ! 
Terms of Missionary Appointment 


1. Appointments: On a 3 year basis. Travel from point of origin to the 
Ret station paid on the initial appointment only. Return 
| travel to Seattle paid if end of three year term. 

2. Vacations: One month annually at end of each of first two years. 

Three months (with full salary) at end of 3rd year. 

3. Vacation Travel: Round trip travel to Seattle every 3rd year. 


Missionary Personnel 
Name | Degtes Position 


MOSILG TON vodneindadewendd asad Meheccescoctecccescs General Directax 
Harry Ae Brandt. 6s osecbseiewn des Mods cesdeeoivneededs Administrative Director 
Willian B. BuLLLck « wsseavevcees “—* sevcenen ewesee Assistant fngineer 
Georgia Conley COPEL OCHRE DEES OSES Be Ai vewe ads we ¢i eee Bth Grade, Librarian 
Laurence Ts. DoLg sebseesecenecss Bobs POOP OCHO OHO OES 
Mabel. Fe Downer CCC ECHH 26 FH Et Oe Bs Aa o4bee bebe sobes Arts and Crafts 
Jessie I Fraser sovsececsceses Deh aeteccccccessce Metitian 
Ferm Re Gabel secticsescvssatceces Mile cocecccn sosses Supervisor Senior Girls, 
| Guidance Director 
Ruth Herron, RoNe sesccospessose Behey Callececesesees llurse 
Core HOU sicscincocceseoesetesns Bobs sscvdsssvcovcee.. OFia8 Aediviont 
Helen MeClurg eeecesdoesscovecse Dele cocvdocsessescses HOme Beonomics 
Joyce MOMDY sentewnnsdbeuesesdde BoB) asscdivivedinns Mathematics, Seience 
He George PrOSCOLL so cevcessesoen BeleAa Es Peeseeresee anual Training 
Reve James ROBINSON soscoscetece Beleccocnescssevcese Bible, Supervisor Senior Boys 
HLS James (Dorothy) Robinson ee MeAe GRAD OCR ERB ES SG Cor BODO LS 
Henneth W. Smith eeeeeseneeeores Bebe cecdesavenoverns Athletic Dix. Supervisor Jr Boys 
Wirs. Kermeth W.(Elizabeth)Smith B.Assecesesccesseses English 
@evereesoeveseover Dining Room,Relief Supervisor 
Gladys WHAGRORO ss os tues bocdvene MS TERT CU CCT ETE TT Registrar, ONCE 
Roland Bs. Wurster evevessesonse Bes vicibvend ovnaue Dean Social Science 
REO OOHREHEHHS OHO HEHEHE SHH OHEH HO THO OER OR OOOO EHE Laundry Supervisor 
POOH THH HOOKS HOO HOHER ETHER SEER H ORE HH THLE HH HEL OR SEEDS General Workex : 
COOHE HOH OHRET HEE HEHEHE P OH SE OOH CHEOHH ECHO RHEE BED OS Supervisor Junior Girls 


SESH SETCHHHEHHHCHCHEHEHS SHER ERHTEHOFCHSHTOHHREC HHH HER OHH HEBE ES 


“Temporary Assignment 


a & 


Te 
Sheldon Jackson Junior College 


Sitka, Alaska 


Seis 
Gross Appropriation 1951 Hi Hand ied scetptie Bet. t bopropedation 
Salaries ig oe Bl s25..— 


NOPE: Above figures do not include travel costs, special repair grants, 
building grants, etc. 


8. 
SHELDON JACKS C 1 
sent . 
“—e . acres 
Value =~ $30,000, Use Construction Date of Value of Value of 
vinnie Erection 
Sage Memorial Vocational Building  Conerete 1930 $52,000.00 $ 3,170.80 
and power plant 
Richard ". Allen  Sehool Bldg. frame 1911 30,000.00  6,9li7.00 
North Pacific Hall Girls’ Dorm. Dining  frane . 1912 19,000.00 16,060.97 — 
room and kitchen 
Stevenson Hall Girls! Dorm. frane Isla 21,600.00 
Home Missions Boye! Dorme frane 19h 27,000.00 bo 28 
Fraser Hall Boys? Dorm, 1911 21,600.00 2,622.50 
Laundry Building laundry, boiler frame and concrete 1911 18,000.00 8,20h.7 
: room, oil storage 3 | 3 
Infirmary Health center frame 1926 12,000.00 h,396.65 
Practice House . Girls’ Dorm,classes frame 1927 12,000.00 2,305.80 
Pittsburgh Cottage Residence frame 1906 7,200.00 aot 
Nancy Graig Cottare Residence frame 1915 h, 200. 1,124.00 
Ada F. Pears " n frame 1926 7590066 80);.00 
West Cottage " frame og 1,,200.€ ar ee 
North Cottage " frame 1913 3,000.00 503. 
ag die onal «6s Ath Leties frane 193) 16,000.00 2,649.00 
Bldg. 
Museum iuseum conerete and 1895 7,200.00 20,000.00 
asbestos shingle 
Sawmill (frame construction covered with galv. 1940 3,800.00 3,900.00 
sheet iron, i roon reinforced 
concrete frame 
Pittsburgh Garage frame 120.00 
Ada F, Pears Garage  frane —-120.¢ 
Storehouse Provisions storage frame igil 4,000.00 3,202.75 
Garage Truck, paint, todls frane 1g2h 750. 502. 
Woodshed Mise. storage frame igh2 20% 
Oil House O11 in drums frame and. gallv. 1930 150.00 
Library & student Library~Recreation frame 19h8 4,500.00 9,248.00 
Warehouse Truck & storage frame 1948 3,000.00 1,500.00 


TOTAL SOSH See eee Ree eee Bee WerTerrrrrririititti ee i eT sb ee 131, 60h. 


$JS IT 


Werkboat and trans. . wood 


| 28,000,00 
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Dr. Terris Moore, President University of Alaska 


"I can visualize at least three general objectives which are eminently worthy: 


1. The objective of making it possible for talented Alaska native children 
to get to college who are not now readily able to do so. 


2. The objective of bringing a wholesome religious influence into the lives of 
students at existing colleges in Alaska, 


3. The objective of creating a third college in Alaska, 


Also if you erect a new college it seems to me you will wish to assemble enough 
money to be able to do the job properly before an irrevocable commitment to the 
project is made, Without having made a detailed study, and judging primarily 
from our own experience, I would think that a number of million of dollars would 
be necessary for the erection of suitable plant, and an approximately equal 
amount for endowment, 


Another problem will be that of which fields should be covered most intensively. 
An important need, and a logical offering on the coast of Alaska, would be in the 
fields of fisheries and forestry. The University of Alaska offers little in these 
fields at present and there is a specific demand for these subjects from the 
citizens of Southeastern Alaska, The number of students would, however, be small, 
This is evident from the existing population figures in the towns of Southeastern 
Alaska," 


John 0. Gross, Board of Education of The Methodist Church 
Answering your questions in seriatims 


le There is one educational institution of college grade in Alaska-—namely, the 
University of Alaska, I understand that the Presbyterians have a small 
school at Sitka and have lifted it to junior college status. The University 
of Alaska at Fairbanks enrolls approximately 350 students with some extension 
students in addition, About one-half of the students enrolled in the University 
of Alaska come from Alaska, and, incidentally, more than one-half of the total 
number that come from Alaska live in Fairbanks, 


2. There is a need for an educational institution in Alaska which will emphasize 
such subjects as are traditionally emphasized in a Christian college of 
liberal arts. These naturally produce the type of leadership that is 
essential for the building of a Christian culture in Alaska, At present, a 
very small percentage (perhaps not over 15%) of the teachers in Alaska are 
trained by the University of Alaska. A Christian college in Alaska might go 
a long way in preparing personnel for teaching positions in Alaska, 
Obviously, too, there are great demands for persons who can serve in social 
work of various kinds, From experience, we know that leadership such as 
Alaska needs stems usually from the liberal arts college. 
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John 0. Gross Reply Cont'd 


3e Any institution that is started in Alaska, I have said in my report, will 
have to be content to be small. I do not think a Christian college can hope 
for an enrollment any larger than the University of Alaska and perhaps not 
as large. The difference may come if the school is located in a center 
where there is a comparatively large population and where it may hope to 
have many part-time students. During the period when public works cannot be 
carried on in Alaska and also around Army camps there may be chances of 
doing work on a part-time basis. 


I believe that the Christian churches must face the need of an institution 
in Alaska to supplement the efforts that they are making to develop a 
Christian culture in Alaska, Profiting by mistakes made here in the States 
it is obvious to me that a plan ought to be worked out before the institution 
begins to make a Christian college in Alaska interdenominational in its 
emphasis," 


James C. Ryan, Commissioner of Education 


'In response to your letter of March 7, I will try to answer your questions 
concerning education at the college level in Alaska as fully and clearly as 
possible. 


1. The present status of education at the college level in the Territory: 


There is only one institution of higher learning in the Territory = 

the University of Alaska at College, Alaska, The Sheldon Jackson Junior 
College at Sitka, Alaska has limited its curriculum to courses of a terminal | 
nature, because of the limitations of buildings, equipment, and teaching staff, 


2. The need as you see it for such education: 


As I see the problem, there is great need for higher education especially 
in liberal arts in Southeastern Alaska, The population is growing, and 

the University has not been able to serve the Southeastern section, Another 
university in the Interior or ‘estern section of Alaska would merely compete 
with the University and would not serve the Southeastern area, 


3e The prospects for growth in the future. 


It is difficult to determine with any degree of accuracy the population of 
Alaska, but I am confident that the 1950 census will show that the Territory 
has a population of well over a hundred thousand people. With the prospect 

of Statehood, I have every reason to believe that not only will the population 
of Alaska increase, but our industries will expand, and Alaska will take a 
leading place in the affairs of the Nation, 


At the present time the University of Alaska is able to meet the demands for higher 
education in the Interior and Western Alaska, but the Southeastern area is left 
without any educational facilities on the collegiate level, If the Home Missions 
Council is contemplating the extension of education work in the Territory, I urge 
that it investigate the possibility of establishing either a junior or senior 
college somewhere in the Southeastern area," 
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Willard WV. Beatty, Chief, Branch of Education, Bureau of Indian Affairs 


“With the limited number of students and amount of funds available, we should 

be very hesitant about starting competitive private institutions that will vie 
both for students and for support funds which could possibly, if concentrated 

in one location, provide for one good institution of collegiate grade, A lot of 
little institutions do no one any good, The academic program is not good because 
it is impossible to raise the funds to emnloy competent people, and, therefore, 
the grade of education which is offered is second-rate, and that discourages 
students, It would, therefore, be my present belief that every effort should be 
made to improve the financial support and the physical properties of the University 
of Alaska, It would be several years, in my own opinion, before any great amount 
of effort should be expended on providing additional collegiate offerings. 


I was interested in the steps which were taken a year or two ago to expand 
Sheldon Jackson School to a junior college level, and to open it to non-lNatives 
as well as to Natives, I would like to see for a year or two how much growth 
takes place in this particular location, 


As I have stated in one of my earlier letters to the Home Missions Council, I am 
not particularly enthusiastic about the expansion of liberal art colleges for 
Native pupils, because the average Native needs to be taught something from 
which he can make a living, and the average graduate of a liberal arts college 
does not have any salable skills, A good vocational program needs a larger 
enrollment and greater financial facilities than a liberal arts college, but that 
does not minimize the need for the money or the size, and that need is not met 

by building and operating a number of small liberal arts institutions," 
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SHELDON JACKSON JUNIOR COLLIGE 
Sitka, Alaska 


General Yacts 1948-49 


Enrollment So WA bSle WER RN Miele wath e COREA So uae teas Madea Ue ak la tee 
Grades of work.......ceeceeessceoescoth grade through second year college 


Church Members....escevecssceeceses cFTOSDYteriansssadeseccss 100 
Greek Orthodox,....... 6 

ObHEIS sss eves bade eee ae 

SOURAG bhuich during ‘yeariaieaada cal bu ae peed ew ie mrnew mid ae 
Not church ‘members ‘at end of ‘yearw iss ssinaa ceba¥ecdasawn? 


Racial Composition Student Body 194849 


MOLTO G  adiud dic wales 6 aleeue BSILMOSs wee se s0 eke 

Indian: Thlingets..... 58 Aleutianss.sevie 3 
| TsimpseansSee.e 23 
Haidasesesecsve 30 


Communities Represented in Student Body,..seccccevsvvessscsesccecs ry eel 


Range was from St, Lawrence Island and Wainwright to Peterstare sl’ Majority 
of students from towns and villages in Southeastern Alaska. 


Availability ~ other schools of high school and college rank 


No other Junior College in Alaska 

14 High School students from tovms with public high schools 

95 High School and College students from towns where nearest public high 
school is 20 miles or more away with no transvortation available, 


Occupations of parents of Students 


PASerMen else Vag eS Minister and lay 

Saw Mill or Cold WOLKOTS Ne Oise s eae ne 
Storage Workers... 6 OFPHANSs Ss vos 4'e be eee. ble 

Business (store Trappers & LoggerSe-«. 5 


owners or clerks)... 7 MiscellaneouSesccsessese 9 
BAROP ORE Ue WG wc wie’ Gawd 


Charges to Students 
Tuition and board and room: (8th grade.....sseeeeeeee900 & year 


(High School & Junior College,...$100 a year 
In 1948-49, 107 paid full in cash; 8 paid half in cash and the balance in 
works 11 paid no tuition in cash. 


Graduates 
Yrom High School since High School work was established.....cevseeel0e 
From Junior College.... o@eeseeompeeeveoeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeveese se “e'o ee f 


Graduates continuing their study in other schools IONS eee eeeees 12 


* Yer the current year, there are 25 white students enrolled 
** Tor the current year, charges are: 9th and 10th grades, $125.00 


llth grade and up, $150.00 
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History in Brief 


1878 = Reverend John 0. Brady (later Governor of Alaska) sent to Sitka, on 
initiative of Dr. Sheldon Jackson as first commissioned Presbyterian 
Minister in Alaska, Miss Fannie B, Kellogg opened mission day school 
April 17th. In December married S, Hall Young and went to Wrangelle 
School broken up. 


1879 ~ Alonzo E, Austin and wife arrived. Served as Chaplain and later Superintend— 
ente 


1880 — Mrs, Austin reopened day school in abandoned Government Guard House, Later 
moved to old Russian hospital building and a few boys accepted as boarderss 


1882 — Girls! department added. Old hospital burned and school housed in abandoned 
Government stable until Dr. Sheldon Jackson could erect a school building 
from second hand materials, 640 acres surveyed and recorded at Sitka in 
accordance with organic act of Congress permitting reservation of 640 
acres for each mission station among Indians, 


1884 — Wrangell School (girls) combined with Sitka school under name of Sitka 
Industrial Training School, Dr. Jackson, Superintendent of school for the 
year, Organized the Sitka Presbyterian Churches 

1910 ~ Name of school changed to Sheldon Jackson School in honor of the "great 
missionary pathfinder," School closed for year during erection of six 
new buildings; four dormitories, school building, industrial building, 

1921 » First class to graduate from high school. 

1927 = Central heating plant erectede 

1929 — Sage Memorial Shop Building erectede 

1931 — W,. Leslie Yaw, present president, appointed Superintendent, 


1934 = Young People's Conference, bieracial, sponsored by the Presbytery held on 
the campus. This the first in Alaska; held annually since then, 


1935 « High School accredited by Northwest Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schoolse 


1937 = Workboat, the "S,J.S," built by students. 


1941 » Princeton-Hall, missionary boat, puilt for the Unit of work in Alaska, Ree 
quisitioned by the Navy, together with the "SeJ.S." on the outbreak of war, 


1942 » New work boat, "S,J,S, II" built by students. 
1943 — Building Fund raised in women's and young people's organizations in 


Presbyterian Churches across the United States for new school and 
administration building. 
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1944 — School became the first Junior College in Alaska with the addition of two 
years of college work. Only one other institution of college rank in the 
territory, the University of Alaska at Fairbanks. Territorial Board of 
Education recommended that school look forward to becoming a four year 
college. 


1946 = Name changed to Sheldon Jackson Junior College. 


1949 — Steps initiated to secure Junior College accreditation by the Northwest 
Association of Colleges and secondary schools. 


1950 — Supplementary fund being raised by Women's Societies for new school and 
administration building as original sum raised in 1943 now inadequate 
because of high building costs. 


Sage Shop Building to be remodelled for up-toedate science department. 
Home Economics Department in Practice Cottage to be enlarged by addition 
of a second classroom so as to provide a Foods Laboratory and a Clothing 


Laboratory. 
ok ROOK OM 


Program 1949-50 
Place of the College in the Hoard te otal Program 


Essential to the continuing development of Presbyterian leadership in Alaska, 
Until four years ago enrolled Indians only. Now open to all Alaskan youth. Will 
have expanding area of influence as student body becomes increasingly inter—racial. 


Graduates are the mainstays of Indian churches and communities. Two are ordained 
pastors and serve churches in Wainright and Juneau, and many are lay church workers 
- deacons, elders, presidents of women's societies, etc. Graduates are also 
active in community improvement and form the backbone of the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood and the Alaska Native Sisterhood. Some are employed by the Government 
as teachers, nurses, secretaries, etce 


General School Program 


Junior College (Two years of work) 
Offers training for Social, Community and Religious Leadership, Advanced courses 
in Bible and Religious Education; English, Commercial subjects; Sociology; Music; 
Arts and Crafts; Horticulture and Chemical Gardening; Shop; Home Economics. 
Accreditation by Northwest Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools being 
sought. 


High School (Grades9-12) 
Accredited by Northwest Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Regular 
high school program with strong emphasis on Religious Education, and on vocational 
training: Tor boys;~ boat building, marine engines, printing, simple carpentry 
and electricity. Yor girlss~ cooking, sewing, child care, home nursing, Practice 
Housee Yor boys and girls - elementary business courses. 


Adult Work 
Two weeks leadership training course for church leaders from towns and villages 
in southeastern Alaska offered annually in Cooperation Department of Work in 


Alaska and the Presbytery, 
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General School Program Cont!d 


Summer Program 
Young People's Summer Conference held on campus in cooperation Presbytery and 
Board of Christian Education, Daily Vacation Bible Schools in villages and 
canneries in cooperation Department of Work in Alaska, Recreational and study 
activities for Sitka children such as cooperation in Scout Program, extended 
Daily Vacation Bible School. 


Religious Program 
Church services = attendance at Presbyterian Church in Sitka, 


Required week-day Bible classes (at least 14 hours weekly) for each grade. 
Daily chapels Evening Prayer gsrouvs in dormitories 
Westminster Fellowship 

Sunday School classes for all ages 

Missionary Society for senior girls 


School Relationships 
Board of National Missions — Mr. Yaw, the president, resnonsible to the Board 


through the Department of Dducational and Medical Work. 


Sitka Presbyterian Church — Staff and students belong to church, Many joint 
church and school activities carried on each year, 


Presbytery =~ School recognized as reservoir for training of local leaders and 
center for conference and other groups. Contacts maintained through meetings 
of Presbytery, annual Young People's Conference on campus, and annual trip on the 
school boat, the S.J.S. II, of selected students and teachers to towns in south 
eastern Alaska to put on religious programs in churches and meet local basketball 


teams. 
xO OK OK % 


Personnel 1949-50 


Missionary Personnel 


Maintenance Personnel 


Terms of Missionary Apvointment 


1. Appointments: Ona 3 year basis, Travel from point of origin to the 
station paid on the initial appointment only, Return 
travel to Seattle paid if end of three year term, 

2. Vacations: One month annually at end of each of first two years, Three 
months (with full salary) at end of 3rd year, 

3. Vacation Travel: Round trip travel to Seattle every 3rd year. 


llissionary Personnel 


Name Degree Position 

Leslie Yaw MA. President 

Roland ‘Yurster M, Ed. Dean, Social Science 
Gladys Whitmore M,S. Registrar, Science 
Georgia Conley A.B, 8th Grade, Librarian 


Laurence T,. Doig B.S. Engineer 


liissionary Personnel Cont'd. 


Name 

Jessie I, Fraser 
Jack Gourley 

Ruth Herron 

Cora Houk 

Eleanor C. Miller 
Joyce Mumby 

Rev. James Robinson 
lirs. Dorothy Robinson 
Eleanor Ruppert 
Isabella Sing 


Kenneth W. Smith 
Mrs. Ruby Lee Thomas 


Valter Yeh 
Mrs. Dorothy Harris 


KH. George Prescott 
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Alaska Minutes 


Position 

Dietitian 

English 

Nurse 

Office Assistant 

Arts and Crafts 
Mathematics, Schence 
Bible, Supervisor Sr, Boys 
Commercial 

Home Economics 

Housemother Stevenson Hall (Jr. 


Girls) 
Athletic Director, Supervisor 
Jr. Boys 
Dining Room and Relief Super- 
visor 
liusic 
Housemother N.Pacific Hall (Sr. 
Girls) 


Manual Training 


Dr. Jackman APR 24 1950 . 
Board of National Missions | 


of the Presbyterian Church in the RC a (2 fe, 
United States of America jeof he 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


April 21, 1950 


witie in lagi eet fall gelative ¢ Ne plane 7 Methodists to enter 
the field of higher education in Racye Dr. Meyer mentioned then 
tot be intuaviad wa tena vem ant ae eee ee OO) or: 


copy of your reply of arch 208: to his letter. 


Sinoe uy talk with Dre Meyer the Alaska Cound thes Ae 
had a special meeting at which the educational—eiip ' : 

The Comittee had before it the Action af ni~oun Be 
expressing our readiness to consider a intent ares 


Bet tak 


=| 


Dts Oman +2- oe a ifaafsa 


4 ft 4 ’ 


fone off te dttoultien with respect to drink and vies found in nat 


present 
of she larger comand ties in Alaska. The developeet of the Covernnent facilities 


kL Islami in Sitha harbor is, we tink, a decided ageet aa thare are 
povialitien Gn) one een ave interested in exploring. 


Mr. Leslio Yaw, Pisshdanthy, el cae 
Sheldon Jeckoms Jurler Oeliegs 
Sitka, Alaska i 


| Mow York Ne Te 


Rev ells abil uated 
2539 | 
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"eet Mr, Leslie Yaw, Président, gheldon Jackson Junior College, Sitka, Alaska Ase ath 


Revs Re Roland Arastro Qs» Box 2 , Alaska = Air 
wh ceorge Nace, Boa Boa rdsefsivatvemal bass age 
Ts. lie Ne M 


Pas Far 5. feeuddbe Presbyterian | cay in the 


Sith best wish > 


Bre #:iaied Se Meyer. 
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United States of America 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. ¥. t 


April 20, 1990 


ty dear br, Foyers 


I appreciate very much your letter of Ape at Di sdatiue mo the 
reply of Merch 2% fren Bishop Oxnem to your revent letter relative 
to the tetholiet plans fer an educational re in Aleske, 


T wae interested in Dishes Curent 8 @avhesis oF 
approsch in his letter aa the Methediste have npt 
arene this Line in the ota of the nee Br 


Tt must winteas that I was eterfied 2 Whe 
letter that the hae agai qaeh xishes the: Kethodinta ae 
bye 3 COE co wiieh ie in a aiftieult 
heckted,* Tt seened to us very 


Nhe aces i the Mberty of wrihiiie. 
te MOTE A ee 


don @ imme: BS we seeatie. scpeictate eet 
ne ur —-*? work theres, 


pa Sern he cudeaaie’: 
4 godvetaryy ‘Separtunat h. 
ee ‘Secetoan ant eater 


Los sngolen, ‘aliformia ee ae 


‘Dre Ge Bromley: Oxnam 

Bishop of the mnie Church 
150 Pifth Avenue 

New ‘York 1, new York 


Dear Drs Cnant 


, go her ene 


the prone for dnt pder | 
oa the sium par tela in the Terri 0; 


Sein hes pias: wo wrong ‘sudenieiae ‘cone r the sti 
College, The Presbyterians have a current ‘budget allocat 

‘a delent for the development of a program and the capital 
dn prospect to begin: ag program of ‘expansion and rebuil 
in its ee ciara ta a : 


a par port to. Dade x ptmonicrs re mlary ving fron the three official 
sources which are responsible for high school work in the Territory t 4 
that 413 high school Seniors ‘have been oe ping fi togrnge ton ie 
a of agperye st Uegentig S 


dng year as meg a £ 
@ program of ex 2OR 
A. couuels for dat: . 


he 
sch 


Dre Cxnam w= Qeo May 3, 1950 


Presbyterians are willing and havo offered to oxanine the need in the 
‘Territory interdenominationally. 


te Siro: Ristk ‘bab’ shag Sco wh Wala ke Cie vei al incu hate eahata 
which will not dissipate Mission funds and increase the number of com 
petitive situations, This should have been examined before the present 
financial campaign was projected. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. Earl Jacknan, Seeretary 
Dept. of Work in Alaska 


JEJ2IS 


CC: Miss Katharine E. Gladfelter 
Reve Re Rolland Armstrong 


MAY 1 1950 
Hirst Preshyterian Church 


CUSHMAN AT SEVENTH 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 


P.O. BOX 2157 


FRED KOSCHMANN, PASTOR 


April 27, 1950 


pepe: 


Dre Je Earl Jackman 
Department of Work in Alaska 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Ye 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


The Rev. Al Jones, Episcopal Rector here, called 
yesterday to say that he had received a letter from 
the Methodist Board asking what he would think of 
their sending in three seminarians this summer to 
take a religious census of Fairbanks and vicinity. 


fe talked it over and decided to make a counter pro- 
posal to the Home Missions Counsdél, that the minisé 
terial Association of Fairbanks, make the survey with 
whatever help the Counesl can give us, and then make 
the results available to the Counsel, as well as to 
the churches here, I think this would serve the same 
purpose, and would certainly be more acceptable to us, 


We would appreciate your reaction to this, and if, and 
when available, that of the Counsel, 


Feel alana 


fle MAY 10 1959 

Uo G. BROMLEY OXNAM 
i Wg PP <a BISHOP OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 
' THE NEw YORK AREA 


ISO FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YorK II, N.Y. 


May 9, 1950 


Reve J. Earl Jackman 

Department of Work in Alaska 

Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N.Y. 


My dear Mr. Jackman: 


T have already written Miss Gladfelter about 
the matter we have been discussing. I have told her 
the matter is one within the jurisdiction of our 
Division of Home Missions. I was simply exvcressing my 
personal opinion in the light of information at hand. 


I am very happy to have the full statement of 
fact from you. 


Ever sincerely yours, 


ZB 


G. Bromley Oxnam 
GBO:aph 


October 2h, 1950 


BY. Blliott Fisher 
150 Fifth Aveme 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. Fisher: 


Recently there. has been forwarded to me ‘from 
Alaska a rumor that the Methodists are contemplating the 
purchase of a lot for the future charch in the Spennard 
section of Anchorage, No one seemed to be able to confirn 
the report but in the interest of good relations we felt it 
wise to report to you and to the Secretary of the Alaska 
Committee that the Presbyterians have a property and an 
organization in the Spennard area. This location is south 
of the city and in’the vicinity of the new international 
airport. We have a resident minister on the field and are 
in the midst of plans for the further: erent of the © 
property. | 


cordially yours, 


d. Earl Jackman), Secretary . : 
Dept. of Work in Alaska — 


PP beores Nace 
Rev eeRolland Arustrong 
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CHICAGO CLEARING HOUSE ASSOCIATION 


FEDERAL RESERVE BANK BUILDING 


164 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 


CHICAGO 4 


CHARLES H, ALBERS 


MANAGER & CHIEF EXAMINER March 20, 1951 


Reve Je Earl Jackman 

c/o Board of National Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, New York 


Dear Earl: 


I am advised by Dr. Morse that Dr. Milner has appointed a 
Committee, of which I am Chairman, to confer with a like 
Committee of the Methodist Board relative to Alaska college 
work. 


In order that I might be better informed as to what this is 
all about, I wonder if you would be good enough to pass on 
to me such essential information as you have. I should at 
least like to think about this matter before we have a joint 


V8, 


LKR > Most cordially yours, 
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March 27, 1951 


Mr. Charles H. Albers — 

Chicago Cl amring House Association 
16) West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago lh, Illinois 


| Dear Charlie: 


We are glad to welcome you as Chairman of the special Committee for the Presbyterians 
on the Christian college in Alaska, We are certain that you will give it competent — 
leadership. ya ae A ated nat bivee' | 


For a long number of years Sheldon Jackson Junior College has been developing to where 
it is now. It has served largely the native people of Southeastern Alaska but may not have 
given a completely adequate ministry to that part of the entire territory. Nevertheless, — 
it has develop d and has led the way on each educational level from grades to high school 
and now to junior college, and a movement is in progress now to accredit the junior 
college as the possible first step toward a complete four-year college course. You are 
aware of the fact that money is available for some additional houses and for a new 
administration and classroom building. We stand on the verge. of new cevelopaalits 


The University of Alaska was established in. the. early twenties in College etm 
is a village about four and a half miles from Fairbanks. It is similar to the old 
land grant colleges in the States and gets its appropriations from the territorial 

government. It is directed by a Board “of Regents, has about three hundred fifty students, 
approximately two hundred of whom live on the campus and the balance live in the nei ghbor~ 
hood or in the city of Fairbanks. About one-third of the students are registered in 
courses in the arts and about two-thirds of them are engineering students. Ordinarily 
less than half of them list themselves as living in Alaska because they cane from the 
States, This is a peculiar situation because a person who has lived in Alaska may list 
himself as a resident of the territory and get free tuition at the University. So it 
is to his advantage to list himself as an Alaskan. ‘Many of the engineering students _ 
go up from the States because they can get a good engineering course, work in the gold 
mines or construction program in the swmer and earn enough money to pay all of the 

| college bills. (There is no tuition for those who live in Alaska). The University 

\ has appropriations totali{ythree million dollars for an expansion program which would — 

\ give them facilities to care for six hundred | wo 80 “hat acs too ae seit for 

» the development of tise future. : 1c 


In all of Alaska during iougs thete were Seantesekel acdoaa- sts in all 
four years of high school. Slightly more than four Immdred of these graduated from the 

high school at the end of their senior year. On the basis of past figures two hundred 

of them went to college and of this number one hundred came to the states which left. 7 

_ only the possibility of one hundred persons for the student body at the University and 
_ Sheldon Jackson Junior College. It is on the basis of ‘figures like these that the | 

Episcopalians and others have declined to do anything toward an interdenominational 

. Christian iP otha because they no. bah sar hot ae in the veils £4 RUT Nee Rc LAE: 


wns . 
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: The Wettodiet Church hae & hone Yor ettld bare at Sevard which 44 called tu = 
Jessie Lee Home, They care for children through the ge Rarye-y and then usually 
send them back to their native villages where they return to a lower level of 
physically and spiritually. Some of the Methodist leaders fo It they ought to conserve 
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talk of it being established in Juneau which wood virtually mean that it and Sheldon 
Jackson would be in competition, Lest such a thing would happen we approached them 
with the idea of discusging this development interdenominationally rather than having 
further coup tition, particularly if they thought of establishing the school in South= 
eastern Alaska. We told than if they wanted to put it in the Seward area near their 
Home we would shower our blessings upon them and work sahaateeagscaes, for the general 
educational needs of the territory. 


Whenthe Methodists eame face to face with re proposition of the cost of establishing 
the school they were more willing to talk interdenominationally. The matter has been 
discussed many times in the Alaska Committee. The Methodists first were accused of 
proceeding on this and even adopting a campaign for funds without clearance with the 
Alaska Comittee which had not given them approval to establish a school in any part 

of the territory. After a rather full discussion the Episcopalians, rtrd wel 
-Moravians said they did not feel there was a need for it and their work would not be 
affected by it; therefore, they would not participte, The whole thing has boiled 
down now to a matter between the Methodists and the Presbyterians and the Home Mission 
Board of each daiomination has been asked to form a Committee composed of the Board and 
staff members to study the matter together. We desire that our Comaittee shall have a 
separate meeting of its om in conection with the April Boafd meeting and then we shall 
be prepared to sit down with the Hethodists and ‘discuss the future regarding ite 


We trust this trief review will help you get a pieture of it. If there 4s anything 
more that I or Miss varices uae ean doy phe be free to call res sie 


JEJsAG 
| Dictated by Dr. Jaclmans 
signed in his absence. 


¢ 


_Cordialiy Yours 
‘Je Earl Jac Bt! * 
Ja da in Alaska — 


JUL 2 1956 
—ECUMENICAL MISSION— 


Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


TO Dr. Jackman DATE July 2, 1956 
FROM Dr. Wysham 


The following paragraph is contained in a letter to me from 
Mrs. C. Marie Park, Box 263, Route 1, Madison, Florida. Mrs. 
Park is one of our retired Thailand missionaries. She writes 
as follows: 


"We wish to make posters about that university 

at Anchorage, Alaska and would like a bit of 
material and pictures. I suppose we Presbyterians 
are in it also. It would not be only Methodists? 
I want to write to them at 150 Fifth Avenue also." 


I have informed Mrs. Park that I have referred this portion 
of her letter to you for reply and would appreciate your 


sending some word to her. 
Sea 


WNW: RR 


July 11, 1956 


Mre. C. Marie Park 
Box 263 

Route 1- 

Madison, Florida 


Dear Mes. Park? 


Dr. Wysham of the Presbyterian 5oard of Foreign Missions has notified us that you 
have been asking for information “about that university at Anchorage, Alaska.” 


This is a project of the Methodist “hurch for the development of a church related 
college in the vicinity of Anchorage. We Presbyterians did consider sharing in 
the development of the college but it was proposed that we share equally which 
we were not prepared to do. We already have Sheldon Jackson Junior College in 
southeastern Alaska and came to the conclusion that we should develop it further 
for an interdenominational ministry to satheastern Alaska while the Methodists 
would develop their church related college in Anchorage as a Protestant service 
to young people of all denominations in the interior. 


The campaign for funds for the Methodist: college is progressing slowly. They 
have set a goal of having two million dollars in hand before they really start 
so that they can set aside one million dollars for buildings and the other 
million dollars for endowment. On this basis it may take two or three years 
more to get started. At the present time the only thing they could show you 
would be the picture of a site. 


Meanwhile, the Presbyterians have funds in hand to erect a new Junior College 
dormitory and three new faculty residences on the campus of Sheldon Jackson 
Junior College in Sitka. With the renovation of one main building and the 
addition of the new library and classroom building already accomplished this 

new construction will greatly strengthen our program at Sitka. A new 
administrative staff and a full staff of teachers promise to give us a good year 
in 1956-57. We appreciate your interest in our work. 


ry 


Sincerely yours, 


JEd tj J. Earl Jackman, Secretary 
cc: Dr. Wysham Department of Work in Aleska 
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Dr. J. Earl Jackman 

Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New Yorki10, N.0 oY. 


Dear Earl: 


You will recall that last fall I wrote you about 
Dr. Howard Oborn having spoken to me regarding the college which 
was contemplated to be located in Anchorage, and you and I 
visited about it last week when in New York. 


Dr. Oborn spoke to me again yesterday at Rotary. 
As I stated to you previously, he is very much interested in 
this matter, and would like to see it an inter-Church operation. 
He has a letter from Mr. W. Vernon Middleton, Executive Secretary 
of the Methodist Board in New York, from which I quote: 


"We appreciate your statement concerning our efforts to make 
cooperative Christianity work in Alaska. Unfortunately there 
are one or two zealous denominations which refuse to cooperate. 


"I think you should know at the very beginning that we made every 
effort to establish a Christian University in Alaska rather 

than a Methodist Institution. Unfortunately we were unable to 
interest any other denominations in the enterprise in a financial 
way. They were all willing to give the college their blessing 

and to make recommendations for faculty members but no denomination 
expressed any willingness to participate in supplying the funds 
that were necessary. I am sorry that we failed in this endeavor 
and that we have therefore been compelled to proceed on the basis 
of-a Methodist College." 


I am sure that Dr.. Oborn is very sincere in his 
purpose, but I certainly do not wish to get either you or our 
Board involved in any controversy. I know your judgment is always 
good in matters of this kind. You will know what can or should 
be said from the standpoint of our Board's work in Alaska. LE 
there is anything that you feel should be said that will help 
clarify the situation I shall appreciate hearing from you. 1 
shall leave that to your judgment. 


RAR/vb 


Kindest personal regards. 


August 3, 1956 


Mr. Roy A. Ramseyer 
405-11 Livingston Building 
Bloomington, Illinois 


Dear Roy: 


Several months ago you wrote me for more information about the 
development of the Methodist College in Alaska and the interest 
that Dr. Howard Oborn had had in it. On our recent trip to Alaska 
I made some inquiries about it to see what information would be 
available. 


When the Methodists started this project they talked in terms of a 
Boarding High Sehool on the Kenai Pengnsula neur Seward, where they 
could take care of the orphan children who came to their Jesse Lee 
Home in Seward. Later one of their Christian Education staff members 
got hold of the idea and expanded it into a four-year Church related 
College. Prospective locations for it were suggested for Ketchikan, 
Juneau and Anchorage. To locate it in south-eastern Alaska, either 
in Ketchikan of Juneau, would certainly put it in competition with our 
Sheldon Jackson Junior College, which we were seeking to accredit and 
if necessary to expand into a four-year Gollege. Each one of these 
communities mentioned was encouraged to think it might get the College 
if they would provide a free location and police protection. The 
atmosphere between us came to be a little tense. Miss Gladfelter 
asked for conference over it, but we got no response. Finally our 
Board took an action asking that there by conference over the proposed 
location. We thought of having several eer na skeen 4h in the pro- 
ject. The Episcopal Bishop declined because he ; there was no 
need for it. We considered it, but felt that we could not enter the 
oject on a financial basis equal with the Methodists and still carry 
rojected enkargment of Sheldon Jackson Junior College in Sitka. 
We then suggested that the Methodist Church go ahead with the Church 
related College in the Anchorage area, and we would build up and 
wxpand our work in Sheldon Jackson Junior College in Sitka. When 
the two schools were in full operation we suggested an interchange 
of faculty members, representation the Methodist Church on our 
advisory Board in Sitka, and represeytation from the Presbyterian 
Church on their Board of Trustees in Anchorage. Both schools would 
co-operate also with the University of Alaska in Fairbanks for a total 
educational program on the College level in the territory. 


Mr. Roy A. Ramseyer -2- August 3, 1956 


Originally the Methodist projected a campaign for $1,000,000, but 
recognized that this would not go very far towards providing half of 

it for endowment and half of it for buildings. They, then, raised the 
goal to $2,000,000. Later the goal was raised to $5,000,000 with the 
provision that $500, 00/4 least should come from th re pha 

The campaign was projected there and did not seem cessful. 

Dr. Gould made a personal appeal to sustain it, and the Rotary Club was 
approached to see if they would help sponsor the campaign. At that 

time the President of the Rotary Club was the Rev. Frank Walkup, the 
Pastor of our First Church. Rotary picked it up and turned in cash and 
pledges to the extent of about $265,000. The highest individual solicitor 
was a Presbyterian elder who was responsible for more than $80,000. The 
total report was about $700,000.from the Anchorage area. Those responsible 
for the campaign are very hopeful that the entire amount may be raised. 
However Dr. Earl Brown feels that they should not go forward until at 
lease $2,000,000 is in ham so that $1,000,000 can be set aside for 
endowment and the other million used for buildings on the development 

of the campis.: They are hoping for something definite in 1957 but it 

may be 1958 before anything can be done. 


The school population in Anchorage has greatly increased so that there 

is a greater need now than there was five years ago for such a College. 
Meanwile the University of Alaska and the City of Anchorage have 
established work on the College level in the City area. There is a 
tendency on the part of many families in Anchorage who have come from 

the States to want the young people to come down here for their College 
work. What they will do if and when there is a four year Church related 
College in their own community no one can predict. We may not know the 
answer to this until it has been tried.Our attitude is to seek co-operation 
both in south-eastern Alaska in connection with our school there and in 
the Anchorage area in connection with the proposed Methodist College there. 


You will be interested to know that we have just returned from another 
Seminar to Alaska. We spent the 4th of July in Barrow and dedicated the 
new plane. On the 5th we had lunch at Kotzebue with a rare visit in 
the sunshine. On the 6th after rainy weather in Nome, we flew over to 
Gambell on St. Lawrence Island for a very nice visit of 3-1/2 hours with 
the Eskimo congregation there. It was a great experience. 


Kindest regards to you and your wife, 


Cordially yours, 


J. Earl Jackman, Secretary 
Department of Work in Alaska 
J EJ :km 
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ALASKA METHODIST UNIVERSITY 


COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
ANCHORAGE @ ALASKA 


THE UNIVERSITY {8 A PROJECT January 12, 1959 


OF THE OIVIBSION OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 
OF THE METHOOIST CHURCH 


PLEASE REPLY TO 


102 Anchorage Hotel Bldg. 


OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


BISHOP A. RAYMOND GRANT 
CHAIRMAN 


PORTLAND, ORE. Reverend pe Earl Jackman 
Sphcirilel try 156 Fifth Avenue 
Se ee New York 10, N. Y. 
GEORGE SHARROCK 
Aad) aaa 0 Dear Mr. Jackman: 
sayeth ae fo sty tala 
LSenah aie ae et? The dawn of Statehood for Alaska brings into sharp focus the 
yay: sb ds Jn most critical need for Christian leaders in every phase of her 
esther rapidly expanding life. Just twenty-four hours before the Senate 
pet Wms A bad Ps oi vote on Statehood, the campus for Alaska Methodist University was 
a a dedicated. June 29, 1958 marks a milestone in the ten years process 
ANCHORAGE of founding this church-related liberal arts college in Alaska. 


FRED AXFORD 
ANCHORAGE 


The Board of Trustees announced the construction of the first 


DON DAFOE 


JUNEAU, ALABKA academic building will begin in the spring of 1959. Freshmen and 
rt Merry ale Sophomore classes will open in the fall of 1960. Professor Herbert 
LER APOE ER aah L. Heller, DePauw University, has been named first Academic Dean. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. We will begin with a building, facuity and a library. Now we are 
G PaM Roane Ly: looking for students. 
ANCHORAGE I am writing to all members of the Alaska Committee to compile 
dlisie Mah reed aly a list of Missions and churches at work in the new forty-ninth 
AT OR A, state to whom we can send student recruitment literature. AMU is 
BAN GABRIEL, CALIF. meant for all Alaska. We will welcome students of all denominations 
OR. MYRON WICKE and encourage them to remain close to their churches during their 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 


college years and to take advantage of the opportunities provided by 
the denominational religious organizations which we will welcome and 
encairage. 


Help us organize a sound religious ministry by relating your 
work in Alaska to AMU. Encourage your high school graduate to attend 
a church-related college in Alaska. Who is in charge of your work 
in Alaska? How can we contact your high school student? 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
NWascedal D Cbu Q A 


Donald F. Ebright ¢/ 
President 
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Alaska Methodist University 


JANUARY 1, 1959 PRESIDENT'S OFFICE ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
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THE UNIVERSITY IS A PROJECT 
OF THE DIVISION OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 
OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 


Progress Report 


Chartered Before Statehood: 


In 1948, Dr. Earl R. Brown, then General Secretary, 
Division of National Missions, invited Dr. John R. 
Gross, Executive Secretary of the Board of Education of 
the Methodist Church, to visit Alaska, July 5-16. For 
ten years many people have labored selflessly for Alaska 
Methodist University which was incorporated Februar 
4, 1957. The campus was dedicated June 29, 1958 — 
before Statehood! 


Purpose: 


Our fundamental purpose is to provide, in Alaska, a 
church-related, four-year liberal arts college with such 
facilities as will enable the student to obtain academic 
training of high excellence within the framework of 
Christian truth and American freedom. The years 1960- 
1969 will see a sharp increase of college students. AMU 
and other independent liberal arts colleges must assume 
an obligation to provide sound education for a propor- 
tionate share of the oncoming rush of the 1960’s. 


Location: 


The campus of ALASKA METHODIST UNIVERSITY 
is located in a picturesque group of hills in the southeast 
section of the City of Anchorage. The site which reaches 
an altitude of 235 feet above sea level commands a 
magnificent view of Cook Inlet to the west, the Chugach 
Mountains to the east, and the Alaska Range to the 
northwest. 


Who Supports AMU: 


AMU is an Advance Special project of the Division of 
National Missions of the Methodist Church. It will 
receive additional financial support from student tui- 
tions and fees, endowment income, gifts from Trustees, 
friends in the 49 states, corporations and foundations. 


Are we alone? 


No, AMU is one of 131 colleges and universities spon- 
sored by the Methdist Church through its general boards 
and agencies but is non-sectarian. Alaska friends are 
reminded that American University, Boston University, 
College of Puget Sound, DePauw University, Duke Uni- 
versity, Northwestern University, Southern Methodist 
University, and Syracuse University are representative 
of the Methodist chain of schools. AMU is proud to be 
related to these Methodist institutions. 


Opening Date: 


September, 1960, for Freshman and Sophomore classes. 


Building Plans: 


The building program is based on admittances of stu- 
dents in September 1960. The first academic building 
with attached chapel will be constructed during 1959-60. 
The 8,000 Methodist Men’s Clubs are providing books 
for the temporary library. 


Degrees Offered: 


The Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science. The re- 
quirements for both degrees will be identical. 


Alaska Methodist University 


Anchorage, Alaska 
Catalogs: 
Will be ready for the Fall of 1959. Send in your name 
for a copy. 
Trustees: 


Government of AMU is vested in a Board of Trustees of 
twenty men and women. 


President: 
The President of AMU is Dr. Donald F. Ebright, B.A., 
Baker University; B.D., Drew University; M.A., Hart- 
ford Foundation; Ph.D., University of Chicago; and 
D.D., Baker University. 


New Dean Designate: 
Dr. Herbert L. Heller’s (see front page) appointment as 
first Academic Dean was announced during the Novem- 
ber 19-20, 1958, meeting of the Board of Trustees. 


Course of Study: 

The Liberal Arts College of AMU provides in its course 

of study a solid grounding in the liberal arts — so neces- 

sary to general education. At the same time it offers 
specialization in various fields — so necessary in prepara- 
tion for a career. 

1. The Liberal Arts. Courses will be offered as required 
in the three major divisions: 

Division I. — Humanities 
English, Speech, Literature 
Foreign Languages (Latin, French, German, 

Russian) 

Religion, Philosophy 
Music, Art 

Division II. — Social Sciences 
History, Economics, Political Science, Business 
Administration, Psychology, Education, Sociology, 
Anthropology 

Division III. — Mathematics and Sciences 
Mathematics, Physics, Biology (Zoology and 
Botany), Chemistry, Geology, Geography. 

2. Education: AMU will offer an approved curriculum 
for a certificate qualifying you to teach all grades 
from kindergarten through high school in Alaska. 

3. Business Administration and Economics for careers 
in new phases of industry and commerce in Alaska. 

4. Christian Service. Students planning to enter the 
Christian ministry or serve as missionary and religious 
field workers or in Christian Education will find well 
planned courses of study at AMU. We will welcome 
students of all denominations. 

Music — Radio — Nursing. WATCH for future 

announcements. 


Anchorage Support: 


The Committee of 100, led by Mr. Arthur Waldron, 
staged a great financial campaign in 1955 and secured 
$715,000 in pledges. It is the Trustees’ firm belief that 
with the arrival of personnel and 1959 construction the 
rate of collection of pledges will increase. If your pledge 
is paid —“‘our thanks.” If you are working on it — 
“our thanks, keep it up!” If you were not in Anchorage 
in 1955 we would be happy to talk with you about a 
volunteer pledge to AMU. 


For Further Information 
Write, phone or visit the office of Alaska Methodist University, 102 Anchorage Hotel Building 


Telephone 67081 


Anchorage, Alaska 
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De. Donald Ff. Ebright, President 
Alaska Methodist University 

102 snehorage Aotel Bldg. 
Anchorage, Alaska 


bear ir. Bbright: 


‘Thank you for your letter with the sastidubias seklig™ ‘for information about. the 


location of our churches and m! ssions in Alaska in order thet. you may send them 
promotions] material in solicitation of erocenty for the meer! of the mana : 
in Deptember 1960. : ee 


Be have heen very angt Suherseted ‘tn the dave lopeiak of ae éiacs q oe been 5 


weeting of the Alaska council of Churches . 


related to Alagka during the early years of progress. Tt was my pleasure to 
participste in tha service of dedication af. the eens dn Ansheenen: on, dune 29th. . 


The Rev. erten He Cleworth, Bo 253% saute,’ Aiveka, ae ‘the hapten: ‘Seeretary. 
of the Lepartment of fork in Alaska, and iv the representative of our ere: be: ta 
the state. #4, will be in Anchorage February 3: to 5 sae Senator with the : 


#e should aleo call your attention to the fact. that a écunnth ahouta be init with 
Dr. He Re arastrong, President of Sheldon Jackson Junior Collegs in Sitka. Dr. 
Arastrong has recently visited many of the high schools in the Interior in tie : Nae 
interest of stsdents attending Sheldon Jackson. ifhile students should te one 


: = to attend the college of their choice in any part of Alaska or the 


United States, for the last eeveral years, there has been some dircuesion. and. Bee a 


hope eat there may be ea good working relationship between Sheldon Jackson 


Junior “oliese in southeastern Alaska, §80 in the Anchorage area, and the intveroity 
of Alaske in College, for the further development of the culture and Christian — 


leadership of the youth of Alaska for the fiture etrength of the civilisation — z, 
of the 49th state. Ya still —_ that acta ane beust ented we fy des move, | fornard 
Sogetoar in retical ae oy | a a : Uae: ¢ 
Ls "tno yours e a 
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